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CHAPTER IX. Cor.TiNCEn.
Presently, a mail who was buried in a

newspaper at some distance ro3c, stretched
hinsell, and approached

Ho did not look at Childer, but paused
with his back to him, and began humming a
popular air. 'Clipper:" he said, suddenly,
over his shoulders.

It was the signal for which Lyman had
been waitingyet he started visibly, whilo
the gloom on his faoo deepened.

"Ay, ay!" he returned. "You take your
own time to make yourself known after'call-in- g

me here."
4,I wanted to get the cut of your jib. A

man has to be keerful wno he 'sowstes with
in u place like this."

The follow leered insolently as he said it.
He had turned by this time and taken tho
empty seat at the table, helping himself to
the viands that had been placed there with-
out being asked.

"If you've no idee of fillin an empty ca-

pacity, 1 will," he remarked, complacently.
"Folks as comes here gmerally cats."

"Will you be kind enough to come at once
to your business With me .'"

v "All in good time, boss. Pleasure first,
business afterwards, "Which bein' the case,
mebbe you kin tell mo how the gentleman
is as was waylaid t'other night!"

A sudden gleam shot through the gloom
of Lyman Childer's countenance.

"It doesn't saj much for you if that is the
best you can do," he answered, coolly. "The
friend you inquire for will soon be able to
call on you, and will, I have no doubt. You
should have made a better job of it"

" 'Twasu't me made that try, boss. Ketch
this kid nappiu', will ycrl But say! fer a
nickel I could tell you the two as did who'd
do it over again, Hhout a mistake, if they had
a leetlc coaxin'."

CHAPTER X
AN C.N EASY CONSCIENCE.

A faint smile dawned on the lip of Lyman
Childer. Ho looked straight back into his
companion's 03'cs without speaking. It was
tho latter who began to twist and redden
uncoinfortabl'.

"You're a regular gimblct to go through
a body." he complained. "Why don't you
say bomethin' .' I don't like folks as takes
it all out in thinkin'."

"Shall 1 repeat your own elegant remark
of 'catch this kid napping." My friend, you
did not send the message which brought
me to this hole simply to make that proposi-
tion to me. Keep yourself to the business
which it will be 'greatly to my advantage
to hecr,"' the last quoted atriiie scornfully
from an and message
wh"h had been placed in his hands that
day.

"Hush!'-- warned tho other, with a glance
around. " Don't you call names about the
place lierc. There's no tellin' who might
hear it. You ain't got no word about that
missiu' package o' your'n, I reckon'

"I have not."
"Well, it's that I sent "to see you about.

I've got onto the track of the cove what
corralled it. If you hire mo for the job,
I'll run him inter the ditch I'll corner him
so tight that lies can't save him."

"Another detective m the field, eh?" still
with that slight, mocking smile playing up-
on his countenance. "It is upon the prin-
ciple of 'set a thief to catch a thief that you
offer yourself, I suppose!"

"Look you, boss," said tho man, impress-
ively; "if you wor'n't with me you couldn't
say things like that here and get off scott
free. Fur your owu.good, be a leetle quiet-
er. An' now what do you aayi"

"When I have any anxiety about' that
packugc, I will let you know, Mr. What
shall I call you i"

"Tom Riddle is my name, lied Tom is
a good enough handle for mo."

"Well, then, Red Tom, I respectfully in-

form you that I have no need of your serv-
ices. The regular detectives employed are
good enough forme."

"They're a thousand miles off from the
truth an' goin' furdcr. , You'll never get
them 'ere goods back through the detectives,
sir, unless somebody blows the scheme that
was worked."

(

Lymau looked at him inquiringly ai if he
expected him to say somsthmg more, but
as nothing more came, he answered, quiet-
ly.

"You .should offer your services to the
express company; thoy m.ght have need of
them, I have not. If that 13 the end and
aim of your desire to sec me, we may as
well close our interview now."

Red Tom leaned toward him and dropped
his voice even lower in its assured and con-

fidential tone.
"ilebby you'd rather hire me not to track

the papers an' the thief, boss. I'm us open
to that sort of business as t'other. Think
it over for a minit afore you say no."

There was. a change in Lyman Childers
face, try as he would to keep it impassive.

"What do you mean i" he asked, sharply.
" Jest this : I've hcerd that you've come

into a fortune, boss. Now, s'posen them
'ere papers was meant to keep it away from
you, s'poso it 'ud be a sight better fur you
if they never got to you it 'ud bo worth
while payin' a feller to let the business
alone, wouldn't it! Kind of a fortunit
thing, that 'ere robbery, in sioh a case.
S'posen again that tho feller who go? them
papers was d mad when ho found
what they was -- thought he was makin' a
big haul and found himself left. Xre;illy.
he wants to know how-t- o turn.the thing to
the best account, an' we'll s'poso. furder,
Uiat he anpiuts ufeus a to se"o
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w'at kin be did about it. That "ud explain
any thing you want to know, 'wouldn't iti
We'll say that that's the way the thing
stands now."

The color came and went in Lyman's
face, there was a livid line about his mouth,
his hands trembled.

"I don't'know how you came into your
knowledge of my affairs." he said. "It
would be no use to ask you. I- you hold
tho papers you speak of they may have
told you something, but I refuse to believe
tucycQuld possibly do what ou intimat- e-

i - -

throw me out of the fortune. L shcull
certainly make a fight for it if such papers
came up, but I don't believe in them. Tell
me plainly what you are after to palm off
something of that sort on me for a consid-
eration?"

"Xow. boss,' as a man of honor, you'd
neyer want to s'e any thing of 'em, you
know. 'Tain't needful that you hottd believe
in 'em. 3Iy fr.'ead's in no great hurry, an'
you kin take your own time to think what
you'd like to do fur him, but I'm out o'
work jest now, an' I'd kind o' like to con-
sider myself under hire to you."

"Were you speaking for your Criend or
yourself when you made me j'our first offer

on Bergman's account!"
Red Tom grinned. "J reckon either of

us 'ud b3 good fur a job o' that kind. Tell
you. bos-- , it '11 be worth your while to take
mo up. You kin given: a retainic' fee
not here, I'll go outside with you. Tien, if
you wants me. you have only to send a let
ter an care of ilike ilalonev, at this 'ere
hotel."

"You don't suppose I have much money
about me on a trip of this kind, do you ?

Here i3 a bill you are welcome
to it. You shall hear from me if I ever
have need of you."

"All right, boss. When kin I have your
answer for my friend!"

"When I see you again. Tell your friend
not to build very high. I may not care to
make terms with him."

There was a visitor awaiting Mr. Childer
when he reached his home at a somewhat
later hour a visitor whom Carol had been
entertaining, though she did not like the
task.

"Hello, Childer; you take your time to
getting around after business is over, it
strikes me. Miss Carol tells me you have
been playing the Good Samaritan, waiting
on the sick. New role for you, isn't it.'
Looks a3 if it hadn' agreed with you.
either."

"I had a long walk after leaving Carol-busin- ess.

Is dinner waiting, sis!"
Carol slipped away to see, hoping their

guest would not stay, but he did. He and
Lyman appeared in the dining-roo- chat-
ting sociablv- - The latter had got rid of his
annoyance at first seeing Ingot, and exerted
himself to be the agreeable host.

They went into Lyman's room to enjoy a
cigar when the meal was over.

"Cozy little crib," remarked Ingot. "You
have things free' and easy here, but I sup-
pose you'll be changing your style of living
now, and go for the more
in the Everlcigh style."

"I shall not make any change, for a time,
at least."

"Well, I think that's the sensible plan.
There's many a slip,' and dead folks aic

sometimes as contrary as living ones-fo- und

to have changed their minds at the
last minute. Your affairs are settled past
any chance for that, aren't they? By the
way, was it this relative of yours who so
lately shuffled off the mortal coil who left a
clear quarter of a million to his native State
'out of regard for the laws which had pro-
tected him and his property for sixty odd
years.""

"The same. But his lawyer advises us to
be satisfied with what we have received
rather than to contest the will:"

'Hem ! IT: gets a slice under it, I sup-
pose. But it's better than being left out al-

together. No chance for the Everleigh in
that ca3e, eh!"

"I don't know that there is a chance as
It is."

The moodiness which had been banished
from Lyman's brow clouded it again. He
was thinking of that afternoon visit to the
wounded and of Mi3s Ever-leigh- 's

undisguised interest in the latter.
Ingot seemed to divine his thoughts.

"Oh, you're safe enough if you don't let
Bergman cut you out. By the way, it's
lucky for you I took a notion to your sister
Carol instead of the charming Althca.
Without being vain, I may say that I could
block your little game there if I wished. It
suits me very well as it is."

Was there any thing hidden under the
words to make Lyman Childer study him
furtively and uneasily! Tho book-keep-

was apparently unconscious of his scru-
tiny.

"If I did not know I had burned Farra- -

kcr's letter to the last scrap, I should fear
ho had an inltling of that matter,' thought
Lyman. " I wouldn't like him to get a hold
on me."

CHAPTER XL
A LITTLE KEY.

A few7lay3 later Carol had a note from
Miss Everlcigh, asking her to make the lat-
ter a week's visit.

"Tell your brother,7, am not selfish enough
to take you away without expecting him to
spend the evenings with us," ran ouo clause
of tho missive, and Carol smiled knowingly
to herself, thinking that this would make
Lyman's consent certain, but much to her
dismay, Lyman seemed to 'regaixt the plan
unfavorably.

."We must not presume too much unou her
goodness," he said. "I think, Carol, we had
better keep to our own quiet life "

"Now, brother Lymau, you don't think
any thing of tho kind. At least I don't.
What would be the use of good fortune com-
ing to us if we were not to take the ploas-ur- e

of it! It would disappoint you as much
as me not to go. and you know it."

"Would it disappoint you, Carol!" asked
Lyman, almost wistfully. "Well, in that
cassx go. Ill see as to myself."

Carol wao greeted most warmly-b-y Miss
Everlcigh, and kept for a half-hour- 's chat
in the room which was to bo hers during
her stay. Tliea they "went down to the
drawing-room- , but Althea turned back at
the door.

"Go in," she said. "You will find a
friend of yours there. Excuse me a mo-
ment, please. I must lay out papa's dressing--

gown and slippers. I really had no
idea it was so late."

So Carol entered alone, and a young man
who rose rather listlessly out of a deep
lounging chair, flushed suddenly radiant in
the genuiness of his surprise.

"So, ;oij arc the expected visitor!" he
exclaimed. "How delightful! Do you know,
I was half dreading the meeting with
Althea's young lady friend, aud felt in-

clined to beat a retreat without ceremony.
I am not drilled in tho ways of society,. as
you probably know, and am very easily put
out of countenance. You don't know what

relief what a. pleasure this-i3- ." .
"I can imagine," laujhed Carol, mentally

deciding "that ho was handsomer for tho
state of invalidism) he had passed ,thraugh.
Ho told her.that.he had been gaining every
day, and only submitted to Althea's

upon " him because ho had nothing
definite in view not that he felt the need
of further rest. ,

Still, it was proved that he was not averse
to petting, and tho two girls vied in mak-

ing tho time pass pleasantly for him. Mr.
Kverleigh was well pleased at having tho
young man there; Norris caught his eyes
on him now and then, with a speculative
look in them, and the young man found
himself blushing as he tried to decid what
it meant. ,

"If it.were not too presumptuous to sup-
pose, I should say he think3 I am making
lovo to Althea and is not averse to it; but
then ho would not be unkind to a coal-heav-

if she were to fancy him. Now, I
know she is only kind to mo as a sister to
a brother, but but I wish she did not
show it quite 30 much at all times."

This thought came when Carol began to
draw away from them in the cvening3.
Norris thought he read a suspicion of some-
thing whichdid not please her in her looks;
and,' in truth, Carol was disappointed that
Miss Everlcigh manifested no great interest
in her brother as tho"day3 went by. Ly-
man had not availed himself of his invita-
tion, and when Carol made inquiries, Mr.
Everlcigh reported him steeped in business,
taking more on his shoulders than there
was any need, in fact, yet it was evident
that tho senior partner was pleased at the
enterprise of his young associate.

However, toward the end of the week ho
came, and if he was annoyed at finding
Norris there, he did not show it. The in-

evitable business was not out of his mind

; retired to the study, and Norri3 was sum
moned to join them after the first hali-hou- r.

"I've been turning over an idea all week,
and now that Childer is here, it is time to
speak of it. We are bound to need extra
help. You. Lyman, have just been showing
me how we can extend our connections, but
an iron man could not stand the work you
are laying out for yourself. Now, here is
Norris with nothing to do, and he is a lad I
can trust. Why should we not take him in,
give him a clerkship first, with the promise
of advancing him to the cashier's place! I
am sure we can't do better, nor, I think,
can he."

'There can be no doubt about the last."
said Norris, gratefully, then looked scarch-ingl- y

at Childer in an effort to read his
thoughts.

The younger partner had a set smile on
his face, but beneath it Norri3 fancied he
could detect reluctance and dislike, though
what he said wa3 mildly in favor of the
plan.

"Any one you recommend, Mr. Everleigh,
of course will be satisfactory to me. In
view of the future it will be well enough;

-- v mn
Ml IQ8k
JftSl Mk

CAROL WAS GREETED KOST WAEJILT.

still there is no hurry. Bergman will hardly
be in working trim befors the first of tba
year."

"I feel well enough "ow, so far as that is
concerned; but if I devido to accept yor
land offer, I should pivfer starling in at
that time. I must pay Uncle Amos a visit
meanwhile. He will not regard your offer
as gratefullvas I do, my dear sir, old friends
though you are."

"No. I forgot to mention that he called
on me y. The new bee in his boniwi
is making a great buzz. He wants to 30
into the detective business now himself;
says he would not interfere with your casJ,
so came to me for employment. He wanted
the details of my loss of a year ago, and
thought that something might be saved to
me yet. By the way, the police have con-
firmation of the rumor that Edson i3 dead.
The fellow was a rascal, and all but ruined
me, yet I can't help feeling sorry for him.
I've always believed there was a bolder
villain back of him. I don't think it was in
him to concoct and carry out that scheme
alone. If you want work in the line that
your uncle ha3 laid down, Norris, there is
that mystery for you to unravel. I dare
say, if the truth ever comc3 to light, wo
will find that Edson benefited little by ths
money he took. I would give something to
have the affair cleared up, if only to settle
the morbid doubts that come to me some-
times. Being cheated once, I must go to
fancying that I am at the mercy of thieve
and traitors another reason why I shall b
glad to take you in, Norris. Supported by
two such stout pillars as you and Lyman,
I hope to get back my faith in human kind.
Well, well; your Uncle Amos has his little
eccentricities, but a kinder heart an
honester soul God never put in a man's
body. But come, now that every thing is
settled, let us join tho ladies. They will
think we have deserted them."

Taking it for granted that every thing mas

settled, ho led the way out.
It was not through any intention that Nor-

ris Bergman's eyes were fixed upon Childer
during the greater part of this speech.
Some change of expression caught his sight
first a creeping pallor mounting under the
dark skin aud ckaugmg it to a dull, leaden
hue, then a look that was flashed at him of
defiance, resistance, fear -- Norris scarcely
knew what before he sank his teeth sharp-
ly into his lip, and brought back the color to
his face by sheer force of will.

A cold shock ran over the nerves of the
observer. His own eyes sank. A. horrible
suspicion went over him that Lyman Child-
er was the deeper villain behind the ab-

sconding cashier. The idea came and was
dismissed in a moment, yet having been
there it would come again.

Carol looked up at him invitingly as they
entered the parlor, and taking the seat by
her side, he soon forgot the unpleasant im
pression the interview had given him. Ho
felt that he could not entertain a doubt of
any one near and dear to her, all the more
that Lyman failed to send any scowling looks
in their direction.

It was a perfect evening. Mi . Everlcigh
dozed in his chair, and the young people
were left to their own devices. Tho clook
striking eleven brought Lyman to his foot,
and liis sister followed him into tho hail to
heip him on with his overcoat, and to see
that his muffler was closely wrapped about
his throat.

"For I can't have you taking cold while I
am away, Lyman. Now, aren't you repaid
for letting me come!"

"Tell me one thing, Carol, was it to you,
or Miss Everleigh, he was making love to
from the first!"

"I 1 don't think it was to Althca," mur-
mured Carol, with the rod chasing into
her chcck3, and Lyman faced the wintry
night with a warmth about his heart which
no wind could chill.

Ho had not gone a dozen yards when
footsteps came up behind him, and a hand
was laid roughly upon his arm.

"I've just got wind of what'3 up. Did
you think you could go ahead with such busi-

ness without ever taking me into considera-
tion. I thought I gave you a pretty strong
inkling of what I wanted, and you agiecd
to it. Now, by gum! we'll get it into plain
words, and see how far I can depend on
you."

"I think you are exciting yourself very
:iced!c33ly. Ingot." returned Lyman, con-
temptuously. "At any rate, don't raise a
row on the street. Come to your plain
words ; I am willing to hear them, though
I don't recognize your right to take me to
task in this manner, no matter what you
may mean."

The other restrained himself with an ef-

fort, and went on more quietly:
" You know very well what my idea is re-

garding your sister CaroL She's tho daisy
for me, and I won't have any ohc interfer-
ing with my chances. I dropped you a hint
that I didn't want Bergman hanging around
your house, and you as good as told me thai
you would do any thing but encourage him.
I was fool enough to believe you, and now rs
seems that you find an easy way to get out
of breaking your word. You don't encour-
age him, but you send her into tho house
where he i3 staying and keep your back
turned till the mischief is done. Now, I
tell you, I won't put up with any such
.dodges."

"I might ask, how are you going to help
yourself, but there's no use quarreling
where wo don't really disagree. I give you
my word, I did not know Bergman was thero
until If I had, I should havo
thought twice about letting her go."

Ingot was only half appeased by this ex-

planation.
"Imightbclievethatif it didn't smooth

the way for you give you an excuse to go
as often us you like; you wouldn't care how
much my fat is in the fire so your steak is
all right; but I tell yon, it's to be share and
share alike with us. If I get Carol, you may
have the fair Althea; if I miss her, I'll spoil
your fun just for spite."

Lynren made a gesture of impatience.
to se coxtisuss.
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IoOjGOO Acres in Ford, Hodgeraan and

Gray Counties, Kansas.
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Eield Agent FEEDERIKSEX & Co., Chicago, 111.

Low Prices, Long Time, Low Rate of Interest.

50,000 Acres in IaM 200,000 in Minn.

E. E. PEKRYMAN,

DEALER

Plain and Decorative Paper Hangings.

With 30 Year's Experience at my Busness,

I Think I can Give Satisfaction to ail who may
Favor me with Patronage.

LiuTOI MilIRE .

GENERAL STOCK OF HARDWARE,

- AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.
GARDEN AND FIELD SEEDS, GLASS, PAINTS, OILS,

WAG WORK AND BLACKSMITH IRON, PUMPS, ETC
AGENTS BAIN WAGON AND ECLIPSE WINDMILLS.

Cor. Chestnut St. and 2nd Ave.

C

AND IN

Dealer in

LUMBEK AND

DOORS, SASH

' ' LIME AND

TAR, - PLAIN, - CAEPET

Paints and Oils.

YARDS ON BRIDGE STREET, north of

BURSON, SHAW

& CO.

REAL ESTATE

Law and Loan Agency.

Collections and Insurance Attended to.

FORD, - KANSAS.

Esicelsior
LAUNDRY.

Collars, Fine Shirts and

Cuffs a Specialty.

Gentlemen's Clothes Renovated.

Two .Blocks 7est of Water Works, on
Maple Street.

. P. LArGHTOK, Prop. DODGE CITT.

Sli PAINTER

IDOIDGKE CECT, JT.J.S.

IHTYRE,

HARDWARE

and WINDOWS,

CEMENT,

- AND - WALL- - PAPER;

railroad track. DODGE CITY, KANSAS.

Glass,

Dodge City Agency.

Victor Bicycle;

AND TRICYCLES.
A great variety of the easiest and most

durable machines made.

Bargains in Second-han- d Machines.

HAERY ASIICROFT, Agent

JACK SINCLAIR,

Fine Custom

TAILORING !

I Carry s Choice Line ot the Finest Im-

ported Suitings and Cloths,
and an Elegant line

of Fine Trim- -

FIRST-CLAS- S FIT.

W0HK QUMAHTESD
Marsh Building,

Corner Srd Avenue and Chestnut St

'- -
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PHOTOGRAPH :--: GALLERY.

Cornoi First Avenue

MERCHANTS

iDoiDGria crr-z

CAPITAL STOCK.

i

Til IK.

kz

and Walnut

isiLiisrs-s- .

$30,000.00.

T. L.

J. H. Crawford.
W: JFitzgerald

US"

Second

INTEREST PAID ON TIME DEPOSITS.

OEO. B. COX, President. THOS. L. McCARTY.
CHAS. H. MARTIN, Cashier.

DIRECTORS.

Geo. B. Co- -. F. T. M. TVenie.

O. Marsh. II. L. Sitler.
Chas. II. Martin. N. G. Collins.

CORRESPONDENCE: National Park Bank. New York. First National Bank,
Chicago. Citizens' National Bank, Kansas City.

177". S. FA.G-JL2ST- ,

Real Estate, Bonds ifl Motes
Cheapest Money in "Western Kansas, and

on Best of Terms.

ifo Commission.

Agent for Crawford's

Office Over R.

WITH SQUIRE MOFFET.

Street.

McCarty.

Xo Mortgage.

2nd and Srd Additions.

M. Wright's Store.
DODGE CITY. KANSAS.

1CAQO
fKAHSA,
NEBRASKA R

SsJasefini
!ROCKJSLAND-DOUTB- -

MOST DIRECT, SAFEST, BEST AND MOST CONVENIENT
Means of intercommunication between all points in the States of KANSAS
and NEBRASKA.

This great system presents the most comprehensive grouping of Central
Lines in the United States, touching all principal localities in KANSAS, NE-
BRASKA, ILLINOIS, IOWA, MISSOURI, MINNESOTA and DAKOTA.

THE CHICAGO, KANSAS & NEBRASKA RAILWAY
Dins the GREAT ROCK ISLAND ROUTE AT KANSAS CITY AND ST.JOSEPH FOR CHICAGO and points EAST, and makes close connection with

all the leading Railway Lines for ST LOUIS and points EAST, SOUTH and
SOUTHEAST; and with the famous ALBERT LEA ROUTE to ST. PAUL,
MINNEAPOLIS, and points in the NORTHWEST.

By means of its central position, the substantial character of its construc-
tion, and its magnificent Passenger Equipment, consisting of restful RECLIN-
ING CHAIR CARS, magnificent PULLMAN PALACE SLEEPING CARS,
and ELEGANT DAT COACHES, THE CHICAGO, KANSAS & NEBRAS-
KA RAILWAY is enabled to offer superior advantages to its patrons, and to
lead all of its competitors in time, security, comfort, and accommodation.

Among the numerous Cities and Towns on the CHICAGO, KANSAS ft
NEBRASKA RAILWAY are:

BeitoviHe,
CaUwaiL AUtaM.

AHD,

lussea- -

ItetoM,
TtMlUL

aatf Fas. Aat. tea. Tkket sa4FM.i

Wiehiia. KutasCtty. SLlMMi, Ch
WtllhitM,

tTSKM, SaitMf nmv&m, mm,
mcPUnm, gal City, HtrtMfe., WWteCfty,

HateMMM, tlMkatt, Safeetba, Htriijfa
Pratt, SaftliCNtrt, PawaeeCity, Harm,

tVMMbara, PMllipatarf, wtritt, PtatatV,
DaftftCity, NwtM, Hatra FaJrtiry

It is line of modern construction, with the latest and best improvements,
and traverses the most important portions of the States of KANSAS and
NEBRASKA, where there are opportunities not found elsewhere for the Farmer
the Merchant, the Mechanic, the Laborer, the Professional Man, and all classes
of business and industrial pursuits.

For tickets, maps, folders, and other information, apply to your nearest
Tkket Agent. Or to

C. W. FISHER, W. D. MANN, JOHN SEBASTIAN,

ssefalllaasMr. . Cm. fieW

TOPEKA, KANSAS.
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